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Yves Klein - Painter of Space

« Yves Klein - Painter of Space », the first retrospective in China of the French artist Yves
Klein organized with the Yves Kein Archives (Paris), will open to the public on July 6th at the
Guardian Art Center, as part of the 17th edition of the Croisements festival organized by the
French Embassy.

"Yves Klein - Painter of Space" is the first retrospective in China on the French pioneering artist of
action art and the immaterial practices of contemporary art. The exhibition presents a collection of
more than 60 works and a large selection of documents - drawings, photographs and films - taking
into account all the techniques that the artist developed during his short but intense career between
1954 and 1962.

It highlights three of the main aspects of Yves Klein’s work: monochromy, or the spiritual power of
color; the imprint of flesh, the canvas as receptacle of sensitivity; and emotional power, the essence
of art.

"Yves Klein - Painter of Space" is divided into nine sections and presents the entire trajectory of
the artist: the first monochrome paintings in color, the famous blue Monochromes, the reliefs and
Sponges sculptures, the Anthropometries, the Monogolds and his last experiments with natural
elements such as fire, air and water. Constructed in just seven years before his sudden death,
Klein's bold work, which anticipates many later trends and remains fully relevant today.

About Yves Klein

Yves Klein, born in 1928 in Nice, had as a first vocation to be a judoka. It was only back in Paris, in
1954, that he dedicated himself fully to art, setting out on his ‘adventure into monochrome’.
Animated by a quest to ‘liberate color from the prison that is the line’, Yves Klein directed his
attention to the monochrome which, to him, was the only form of painting that allowed to ‘make
visible the absolute’.

By choosing to express feeling rather than figurative form, Yves Klein moved beyond ideas of artistic
representation, conceiving the work of art instead as a trace of communication between the artist
and the world; invisible truth made visible. His works, he said, were to be ‘the ashes of his art’,
traces of that which the eye could not see.

Yves Klein’s practice revealed of new way of conceptualizing the role of the artist, conceiving his
whole life as an artwork. ‘Art is everywhere that the artist goes’, he once declared. According to
him, beauty existed everywhere, but in a state of invisibility. His task was to capture beauty
wherever it might be found, in matter as in air.

The artist used blue as the vehicle for his quest to capture immateriality and the infinite. His
celebrated color-material bluer-than-blue hue, soon to be named ‘IKB’ (International Klein Blue),
radiates colorful waves, engaging not only the eyes of the viewer, but in fact allowing us see with
our souls, to read with our imaginations.

From monochromes, to the void, to his ‘technique of living brushes’ or ‘Anthropometry’; by way of
his deployment of nature’s elements in order to manifest their creative life-force; and his use of gold
as a portal to the absolute; Yves Klein developed a ground-breaking practice that broke down
boundaries between conceptual art, sculpture, painting, and performance.

Just before dying, Yves Klein told a friend, "I am going to go into the biggest studio in the world,
and | will only do immaterial works."

Between May 1954 and June 6, 1962, the date of his death, Yves Klein burned his life to make a
flamboyant work that marked his era and still shines today.

About Guardian Art Center
Guardian Art Center is located at N°1 Wangfujing Street, next to the Forbidden City, at the
junction of Beijing's most well-known commercial district Wangfujing street and Wu Si Street - the
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cradle of the New Culture Movement. It opened in October 2017.

The 56,000-square-meter space incorporates functions as exhibitions, auctions, art education,
bookstore and hotel. The building allows for maximum flexibility and versatility, making it one of
the first "one-stop" art exchange platforms in Asia, and thus connecting museums, corporate
institutions, collectors, artists, art lovers, and other.

Guardian Art Center, a new cultural landmark in Beijing, upholds an international perspective and
builds a valuable art exchange platform with diversity, openness and professionalism, and deeply
participates in and witness the flourishing development of culture and art at home and abroad.
www.cguardianart.com

About Archives Yves Klein

Passed away prematurely in 1962 at the age of 34, Yves Klein left behind him a major work and
archives rich of documents, writings, photographs, films, audio recordings, books and notebooks.
These archives are documented and maintained by Rotraut Klein Moquay, Yves Klein’s widow, who
pursues his work to this day.

The missions of the Archives are to contribute to a better knowledge of Yves Klein's work, work
towards the realization of a new catalog raisonné, be accessible for scientific and artistic research
and organize and participate in various cultural projects around the world.

www.yvesklein.com

@yvesklein_archives

About Yongwoo Lee

Yongwoo Lee is the professor of the College of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tongji
University. He is the founder and artistic director of the Shanghai Project. He was the
founding artistic director of the Gwangju Biennale and the president of the Gwangju
Biennale Foundation. He served as the director of the Shanghai Himalayas Museum and
president of the International Biennial Association. He was a professor at the Shanghai
University, Korea University, and a distinguished professor at the Tokyo University of Arts,
among others.

About Croisements festival

The 17th edition of the Festival Croisements will take place from April to July 2023 in over 20 cities
in China, including five cities in the southern region. Since its founding in 2006, the Festival
Croisements has remained committed to its original intention of bringing art across borders and
promoting exchanges between French and Chinese artists and artistic institutions.
https://faguowenhua.com/nos-festivals/festival-croisements-2023/

About Doors 172

Based in Beijing and Paris, Doors []7Z is a platform for art and culture exchange between China

and the West. Doors acts as a consulting agency, an art curator, and a cultural producer and
promoter.

www.doors-agency.com

@doorsmenyi

Information

Yves Klein - Painter of Space

Organizer : Guardian Art Center

Co-organizer : Archives Yves Klein

Exhibition presented as part of the 17" edition of the festival Croisements organized by the French
Embassy in China

Curator : Archives Yves Klein
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Curatorial advisor : Lee Yongwoo

Exhibition partner : Doors []Z

Time : 2023.7.6-10.3

Venue : B1 Floor, Guardian Art Center, Wangfujing Dajie n°1, Dongcheng district, Beijing

Media contact : ZB57 Qingfang Li ligingfang@cguardian.com
Ticket and early-bird information:




